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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please add new claims 33-37 and amend the remaining claims as follows: 



1- (currently amended) A soil bed edge forming 
machine, comprising : 
a frame; 

a motor [and wheels] connected to said frame; 

a soil bed edge forming blade; said motor being 
drivingly connected^ to said soil bed edge forming blade; [and] 

an elongated handle connected to said frame, said 
handle having a first portion configured for moving between a 
retracted position and an extended position ; and 

said first portion being configured such that upon said 
first portion being in said retracted position, the height of said 
machine is significantly reduced . 

2. (currently amended) A soil bed edge forming 
machine as defined in Claim 1, [wherein] further comprising at 
least two [of said wheels are].- caster wheels connected to said 
frame . 

3. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said handle includes a hinge for 
allowing said movement of said first portion of said handle 
between said retracted position and said extended position. 

4. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said handle includes a second portion 
and further comprising a hinge connected to both said first and 
second portions for allowing said first portion of said handle to 



-3- 



pivot between said retracted position and said extended position; 
and further comprising a locking member for locking said first 
portion of said handle in said retracted position and in said 
extended position. 

5. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein: 

said handle includes a second portion; and, 
further comprising: 

a hinge connected to both said first and second 
portions for allowing pivotal movement of said first portion of 
said handle between said retracted position and said extended 
position; and 

a receiver connected" to said frame for receiving said 
first portion. of said handle when said handle is in said retracted 
position. 

6. (Original) A soil .bed- edge f orming' ^machine: • as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein: 

said handle includes a second portion; and^ 
further comprising:. 

a hinge connected to both said first and second 
portions for allowing pivotal movement of said first portion of 
said handle between said retracted position and said extended 
position; and 

a receiver connected to said frame for receiving said 
first portion of said handle when said handle is in said retracted 
position and for holding said first portion of said handle in a 
generally horizontal position. 
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7. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said handle includes a hinge for 
allowing pivotal movement of said first portion of said handle 
between said retracted position and said extended position, such 
that upon, said first portion of said handle being in said 
retracted position, each of the length, width, and height 
dimensions of said soil bed edge forming machine is less than 33 
inches . 

8. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said handle includes a hinge for 
allowing pivotal movement of said first portion of said handle 
between said retracted position and said extended position, /. -such 
that upon said first portion of said handl'e being' in sai'd, 
retracted position, the volume'' occupied by - said soil bed :*edge. 
forming machine is less than 10 cubic feet. 

9. (Original.) A soil. bed ', edge f orming- * mafehihe . ,.as: 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said handle . includes a hinge for 
allowing pivotal movement of said first portion of said handle 
between said retracted position and said extended position, such 
that upon said first portion of said handle being in said 
retracted position, the length dimension of said soil bed edge 
forming machine is less than 32 inches. 

10. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said handle includes a hinge for 
allowing pivotal movement of said first portion of said handle 
between said retracted position and said extended position, such 
that upon said first portion of said handle being in said 
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retracted position the width dimension of said soil bed edge 
forming machine is less than 27 inches. 

11. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said handle includes a hinge for 
allowing pivotal movement of said first portion of said handle 
between said retracted position and said extended position, such 
that upon said handle being in said retracted position the height 
dimension of said soil bed edge forming machine is less than 20 
inches . 

12. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim r; wherein said handle is configured such that 
upon said first portion of said handle being in said retracted 
posi tion, each of the. length; widthv and' height dimensions of said 
soil, bed edge forming .machine is. less, than 33 inches. 

13 . (Original ) A soil bed edge forming machine a's 
defined. 'in^ Claimi 1, wherein sai.d"^-f rame.,.incLudes. a* 'forward "portion, 
and a rearward portion, and further, comprising: an arm -connected 
to said forward portion of said frame; and a front wheel connected 
to said arm; and said arm being mova.ble between a transport 
position for holding said soil bed edge forming blade generally 
above the surface of the soil, and an edging position for causing 
said soil bed edge forming blade to be engaged with the soil for 
forming a soil bed edge. 

14. (Original) A soil bed edge forming* machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said frame includes a forward portion 
and a rearward portion, and further comprising an arm pivotally 
connected to said forward portion of said frame; a front wheel 



connected to said arm; said arm including an outwardly extending 
handle for use in carrying said soil bed edge forming machine; and 
said arm being movable between a transport position for holding 
said soil bed edge forming blade generally above the surface of 
the soil and an edging position for causing said soil bed edge 
forming blade to be engaged with the soil for forming a soil bed 
edge . 

15. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said frame includes a forward portion 
and a rearward portion, and further comprising an arm pivotally 
connected to said fojrward portion of-- said frame; a front wheel 
connected to said arm; said arm being movable between a transport 
position for holding said soil bed edge forming blade generally, 
above , the, .surf ace of the soil , and an edging position for causing , 
said soil bed edge forming blade . to be engaged with the soil for 
forming'.- av soi'l .bed~/edge; and a . lock ...for. selectively locking sa-Sd 
arm in at, least one of, said transport and edging positions. 

16. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said frame includes a forward portion 
and a rearward portion, and further comprising an arm connected to 
said foinA/ard portion of said frame; a front wheel connected to 
said arm; said arm being movable between a transport position for 
holding said soil bed edge forming blade generally above the 
surface of the soil and an edging position for causing said soii 
bed edge forming blade to be engaged with the soil for forming a 
soil bed edge; and a spring-biased locking pin for selectively 
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locking said arm in at least one of said transport and edging 
positions . 

17. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said frame includes a forward portion 
and a rearward portion, and further comprising an arm pivotally 
connected to said forward portion of said frame; a front wheel 
connected to said arm; said arm including a handle for use in 
carrying said soil bed edge forming machine; said arm being 
movable - between a transport position for holding said soil bed 
edge forming blade generally above the surface of the soil and an 
edging position for causing said soil. bed edge forming blade to be 
engaged with the soil for forming a soil bed edge; and a spring- 
biased locking pin for selectively locking said arm in at least 
one .of said transport and edging positions. 

18. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim. 1, wherein said handle . includes . a second .portion 
and wherein said first portion, is of greater length than said, 
second portion. 

19. (currently amended) A soil bed edge forming 
machine, comprising : 

a frame; 

a motor [and wheels] connected to said frame; 

a soil bed edging blade; said motor being drivingly 
connected to said soil bed edging blade; 

a handle connected to said frame, said handle having a 
first portion movable between an extended position and a [folded] 



retracted position [, wherein said first portion of said handle is 
folded over and above said frame] ; [and] 

said first portion being configured such that upon said 
first portion being in said retracted position, the height of said 
machine is significantly reduced; and 

a loclc for selectively loclcing said handle in said 
extended and [folded] retracted positions. 

20. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 19, wherein said frame includes a forward portion 
and a rearward portion, and further comprising an arm connected to 
said forward portion of said frame; a. front wheel connected to 
said arm; said arm being movable between a transport* position for 
holding said soil bed edging blade generally above the surface of' 
the-. soil and an edging position for causing; ^said 'soil, bed edging 
blade to be engaged, with the soil for fox^ming a soil bed edge; and 
a spring-biased, locking -pin for selectively locJcing. .said , arm in aft 
least one of. .said transport and edging positions. 

21. (currently amended) A soil bed* edge forming 
machine, comprising : 

a frame; 

a motor [and wheels] connected to said frame; 
a soil bed edging blade; said motor being drivingly 
connected to said soil bed edging blade; 

a handle connected to said frame; 

means for retraction of said handle from an extended 
position to a [folded] retracted position such that the height of 
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said machine is significantly reduced upon said handle being in 
said retracted position ; and 

a lock for selectively locking said handle in said 
extended and folded positions. 

22. (currently amended) A soil bed edge forming 
machine, comprising: 

a frame having a forward portion and a rearward 

portion; 

a motor and wheels connected to said frame; 

a soil bed edging blade; said motor being drivingly 
connected to said soil bed edging blade; 

a handle connected to said frame, said handle including 
a first portion and a .second portion; 

a hinge connected to both said first and second 
portions for allowing said movement of said handle between -"-a 
retracted position and an extended position; 

said first and second portions being configured such 
that the height of said machine is significantly reduced upon said 
handle being in said retracted position; 

a receiver connected to said frame for receiving said 
first portion of said handle when said handle is in said retracted^ 
position; 

a lock for selectively locking said handle in said 
extended and retracted positions; 

an arm pivotally connected to said forward portion of 
said frame; 
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a wheel connected to said arm; said arm being movable 
between a transport position for holding said soil bed edging 
blade generally above the surface of the soil and an edging 
position for causing said soil bed edging blade to be engaged with 
the soil for forming a soil bed edge; 

a spring-biased locking pin for selectively locking 
said arm in at least one of said transport and edging positions; 
and 

each of the length, width, and height dimensions of 
said soil bed edge forming machine being less than 33 inches upon 
said handle being in said retracted position. 

23. (Original) A soil bed edge forming machine as 
defined in Claim 22,. wherein said first portion of said handle is 
in a generally horizontal position upon said handle being in said- 
retracted position. 

24. (Original) A bed edging, blade for . attachment tO'":a. 
bed edging machine, comprising: 

a base plate and an end plate; 

at least two arms connected to said base plate and said 
end plate, said arms being acutely angled with respect to said 
base plate; and 

outwardly extending digging fingers connected to said 
arms, said digging fingers being angled outwardly with respect to 
said base plate and configured such that said digging fingers 
propel the soil in a direction away from said base plate and 
towards said end plate as said bed edging blade is used. 



25. (Original) A bed edging blade as defined in Claim 
24, further comprising said digging fingers being inwardly curved 
along their length. 

26. (Original) A bed edging blade as defined in Claim 
24, wherein said at least one of said two arms includes a digging 
finger having a forward cutting edge acutely angled with respect 
to said base plate. 

27. (Original) A bed edging blade as defined in Claim 
24, wherein said base plate includes at least one outwardly 
extending digging finger for digging' a groove below the depth of 
the bed edge. 

28. (Original) A bed edging blade as defined in Claim 
24, wherein said base plate includes at least one outwardly 
extending . digging finger and a brace portion connected . to and" 
extending adjacent the major portion of the length of said digging 
finger . 

29. (Original) A bed edging blade as defined in Claim 
24, wherein said arms are configured for causing an au'gering 
effect for propelling the soil in a direction away from said base 
plate and towards said end plate as said bed edging blade is used. 

30. (currently amended) A bed edging blade as defined 
in Claim 24, wherein said base plate is configured to define a 
generally vertical wall in the soil [and] as said bed edging blade 
is used. 

31. (currently amended) A bed edging blade for 
attachment to a bed edging machine, comprising: 
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a base plate and an end plate, said base plate being 
configured for forming a generally vertical wall in the soil [and] 
as said bed edging blade is used; 

at least two arms connected to said base plate and said 
end plate, said arms being acutely angled with respect to said 
base plate; 

outwardly extending digging fingers connected to said 

arms ; and 

said arms and said digging fingers being angled 
outwardly with respect to said base plate and configured such that 
said arms and said digging fingers cause- a augering effect for: 
propelling the soil in a direction away from said base plate and 
towards said end plate- such that the soil forms a mound of" soil 
adjacent, said end plate, as said bed edging- blade is used. 

32. (currently amended) An earth working machine^' 
comprising : ' . .r. : 

a frame; 

■a motor [and wheels] connected to said frame; 
[a digging] an earth worJcinq blade; said motor being 
drivingly connected to said [digging] earth worlcinq blade; 
a handle connected to said frame; 

means for retraction of said handle from an extended 
position to a [folded]- retracted position such that the heicrht of 
said machine is significantly reduced upon said handle being in 
said retracted position ; and 

a lock for selectively locking said handle in said 
extended and [folded] retracted positions. 
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33. (new) An earth working machine, comprising: 
a frame; 

a motor connected to said frame; 

an earth working implement configured for working soil; 
said motor being drivingly connected to said earth working 
implement; and 

a handle connected to said frame, said handle having a 
first portion movable between an extended position and a retracted 
position; said first portion having an extreme end extending to a 
first height upon said first portion being in said extended 
position, and upon said first portion being in said retracted 
position, said extreme end of said first portion extends to \-a 
second height, said second, height being- substantially less than 
said first height, such that upon \ said first portion being in said 
ratracted position, the effective height of said machine ^is 
significantly reduced. 

34. (new) An earth working machine, comprising: 
a frame; 

a motor connected to said frame; . 

an earth working implement configured for working soil; 
said motor being drivingly connected to said earth working 
implement; and 

a handle connected to said frame', said handle having a 
first portion movable between an extended position and a retracted 
position; said machine extending to a first length upon said first 
portion being in said extended position, and upon said first 
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portion being in said retracted position, said machine extends to 
a second length, said second length being substantially less than 
said first length, such that upon said first portion being in said 
retracted position, the effective length of said machine is 
significantly reduced. 

35. (new) An earth working machine, comprising: 
a frame; 

a motor connected to said frame; 

an earth working implement; said motor being drivingly 
connected to said earth working implement; 

an. elongated handle connected to . said frame, said 
handle having a first portion and a second -portion, said' first 
porti,on.,being configured for moving., between/, a retracted position 
and an extended position; and 

said first portion., and said second portion being 
configured such that upon said, first portion being in said, 
retracted position, the height of said"' machine is significantly 
.reduced. 

36. (new) A method of earth working, said method comprising: 
providing an earth working machine having a frame with 

a frame portion and a motor connected to said frame; 

providing an elongated handle connected to said frame, 
said handle having a first portion configured for moving between a 
retracted position and an extended position; 
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providing said earth working machine with an earth 
working implement ; 

moving said first portion of said handle to said 
extended position in order to be operable for use in moving said 
frame and working the soil with said earth working implement; 

moving said earth working machine by applying force to 
said first handle member while said first handle member is in said 
extended positions- 
rotating said earth working implement with said motor 
to work the soil; and 

moving said first portion of said handle to sard 
retracted position, said first portion being configured to have an 
extreme end extending to" a first height upon said first portion 
being in said extended position, and upon said: first portion being 
moved to said retracted position said first portion being 
configured ; such tha^t said "extreme end extends to a second- height 
substantially less than said first height,- such that the effective 
height of said earth working machine is significantly x~educed by 
said moving of said first portion to said retracted position. 

37. (New) An earth working machine, said machine 
comprising: 

a frame having a generally longitudinally extending 
frame portion; 

a motor connected to said frame; 
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an earth working implement configured for working the 
soil; said motor being drivingly connected to said earth working 
implement; and 

said frame including an elongated handle, said handle 
having a first portion and a second portion, said second portion 
being configured for moving between an extended position, wherein 
said second portion of said handle is configured to be operable 
for use in moving said frame and working the soil with said earth 
working implement, and a retracted position, wherein said second 
portion of said handle extends generally parallel to and adjacent 
to said first portion. 

38. (hew) An earth working machine, compxisiiig: ' ' * : 
a frame;' 

a motor connected to said frame; . 

an earth ,working' implement ; said ..motor ■ being drivingl^y 

connected tov: said earth working implement; 

said frame including an*' elongated handle, said handle 
having an elongated first portion and an elongated second portion, 
said second portion being configured for moving between an 
extended position, wherein said second portion is generally 
aligned. with said first portion, and a retracted position, wherein 
said second portion extends generally above and adjacent said 
motor and at a generally acute angle with respect to said first 
portion . 

39. (new) An earth working machine, comprising: 
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a frame; 

a motor connected to said frame; 

an earth working implement; said motor being drivingly 
connected to said earth working implement; 

said frame including an elongated handle, said handle 
having an elongated first portion and an elongated second portion, 
said second portion being configured for moving between an 
extended position, wherein said second portion extends generally 
parallel to said first portion, and a retracted position, wherein 
said second portion extends generally above and adjacent said, 
motor and at a generally acute angle with respect to said first 
portion . 
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